valuable reference book for the practising ophthalmologist and a 'must' for those engaging in medico-legal work.
GynEecological Pathology by Magnus Haines MD BS(Lond) LRCP(LOnd) MRCS(Eng) FRCOG and Claud W Taylor MB chB(Birm) FRCOG pp vi+-519 illustrated 90s London: J & A Churchill 1962 This book is the fruit of some years of collaboration between two pathologists, each of whom has had long experience of his specialty; and the result is as excellent as would be expected. It will undoubtedly become the standard British textbook on the subject, and a 'must' for all pathologistsprofessional or amateurconcerned with gynxcological material.
Comparison with the classic 'Novak and Novak' is invidious but inevitable. The present book is certainly in the same class; but it is somewhat shorter and cheaper, whilst covering a greater number of conditions, including rarities. Its orientation is quite different, being essentially practical and diagnostic. Discussions of such theoretical matters as Tetiology and pathogenesis are generally brief, non-committal, and rather disappointing; and there is little mention of functional and endocrine correlations. It is amply illustrated by 515 pictures, which are almost all good, often superb, and always helpful. The descriptive part of the text is generally good throughout, though uneven. Especially good are the sections on the chorion, tuberculosis, and ovarian carcinomasubjects to which the authors have made important original contributions. One can single out some details to criticize. There is no mention of the recent Bonn-Cologne work on cervical erosion. The writer doubts that endometrial subnuclear vacuoles contain mucin (p 130), that chronic endometritis is not a histological entity (p 151), that cystic change in a fibroid is nearly always a sequel to hyaline (p 190), and that the rete ovarii is of paramesonephric origin (Fig 382 and In this book, Dr Burch and Dr DePasquale summarize the studies they have carried out at Tulane University, New Orleans, on the effects of heat on man. It is always useful to have results brought together which are scattered in many different papers. But there are dangers, such as the temptation to confine the account entirely to work done in the one laboratory. The impression given, no doubt unwittingly, is that the effects of heat on man have been extensively studied only in New Orleans.
The assessment of the importance of climate in medicine varies considerably. Invariably authors start by quoting Hippocrates: it would be pleasant to have a close season, say for five years, for such quotations. The difficulty about climate and disease is that everyone, layman or doctor, accepts the importance of the weather, and yet it is hard to find unequivocal evidence of significant effects of climate on disease. Dr Burch and his colleagues have studied the effects of heat not only on normal subjects, but specifically on cases of congestive heart failure, and for this reason the book is to be welcomed.
The book will be of interest both to the physiologist and the clinician. There is a good deal of unnecessary repetition, and some odd statements such as 'Most revolutions occur during the summer, as is evidenced by the fact that Independence Day and Bastille Day are both in July' (page 4).
It is to be hoped that the publication of this book will stimulate others to investigate the effects of climate on disease.
Vector Electrocardiography by Herman N Uhley MD pp x 4-339 illustrated 63s London: Pitman Medical Publications 1962 Philadelphia: J B Lippincott As vectorcardiography is essentially the study of the spatial orientation of an infinite number of instantaneous electrical vectors of the heart, it is mandatory that for its proper appreciation records should be studied in both time and space. Stereoscopic photographs, or photographs of wire models, go some way towards illustrating the disposition of the vector loops in space. This book is an attempt to illustrate the evolution of loops, and their electrocardiograms, in time. The author has set out deliberately to present 'basic concepts (of vectorcardiography) on a practical level' and to this purpose has deliberately omitted discussion of much of cardiology including the arrhythmias. In fact the only pathological states dealt with are ventricular hypertrophy, bundle-branch block and cardiac infarction.
In the illustrated examples six leads (the three standard and three unipolar limb derivations) are used to illustrate the genesis of the frontal plane vectorcardiogram, but only two representations of the horizontal plane are given (leads V2 and V6) and the sagittal plane is omitted altogether. By means of printing the frontal and horizontal plane vectorcardiograph, together with their corresponding ventricular portion of the electrocardiogram, in the right upper quadrant of each page, and using about 20 separate pages for each abnormality as it develops, an attempt has been made to give a 'motion picture' effect of the evolution of each loop and electrocardiogram. This effect is obtained by flicking the upper free corner of the pages. However, the reviewer found it difficult to obtain the dynamic effect and this is in part due to the fact that the two gradually developing loops and eight developing electrocardiogram complexes have necessarily to be printed rather small, and have all to be observed at one and the same time. Unfortunately the 'gimmick' part of the book necessitates considerable space, and discussion of the theoretical and practical aspects of vectorcardiography is all too brief. Fundamentals of Diabetic Management by James M Moss MD FACP pp ix+70 illustrated $4.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 Dr Moss produced a mimeographed booklet on the management of diabetes for his third-year medical students at Georgetown University. This was so popular that it is now published in book form. The result is a clear and quite helpful little book which seems, however, to be pitched at an odd level, too high for an intelligent patient, too low for an unintelligent student (or so one hopes).
For such a small publication, presumably intended for the student's pocket or bookshelf, the price is extremely high.
Blood Volume Dynamics Studies in Surgical Disease by H A Davis MD CM PhD FACS pp xiii + 146 $7.00 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 What an irritation the blood volume can be. Potentially one of the most important measurements for guiding the management of surgical patients, in practice it steadfastly refuses to be manipulated into a position of routine usefulness. Attempts to achieve this end push us further and further into the mire of 'blood volumetry'. Dr Davis conducts us deftly along the path, but leaves us to find our own way out. He takes us lucidly, for example, along the stepping-stones to the prediction of blood volume, via 'basal blood volume', 'longitudinal body weight' and somatotypy. Yet ultimately, we find that with the best of correlation coefficients, the difference between predicted and determined blood volumes may approach 1 litre in about 10% of normal subjects.
The book is full of original data and provides a good guide to the literature. It reminds us particularly of papers published before 1940 which have been cruelly forgotten and whose conclusions have been 'rediscovered'. The author's depth of experience is revealed by pertinent comments and ideas which make the narrative continually inter-esting. The discrepancy between measured blood loss and fall of blood volume is neatly brought out and so is the fact that surgical hypotension does not always result from blood volume depletion. It is intriguing to learn why hxemorrhage in portal hypertension is better treated with packed cells than with whole blood, but disappointing to find that the discussion of how to wean a patient from pressor drugs, promised in the introduction, does not materialize.
One leaves this book impressed by the intensity of effort that is required to solve quantitatively smaller and smaller problems in this field, yet convinced that the effort is well worth while.
Lung Structure by Stefan Engel MD pp x+300 illustrated $15.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This is an attractively produced book with many photomicrographs and clear line illustrations. But the content is disappointing, especially as it is the fruit of much painstaking anatomical work. It would have been better had the author kept to anatomical fact rather than digressing into opinions and statements, unsupported by evidence, about lung function, treatment of lung disease and pathology.
It is an unbalanced book, for there are about 200 pages in part I on the development of the child's lung while part II, on the structure of the adult lung, consists of but five pages of comment. The space in part I devoted to the author's ideas on bronchitis, catarrh, their treatment, and to surmise about function from structural observations, could well have been omitted in a book on lung structure. Parts III and IV are on comparative pulmonary anatomy and evolution. However, the reader will find useful and unusual observations in the book, though the references and bibliography are limited.
An Introduction to Diagnostic Enzymology by J H Wilkinson PhD DSC(LOnd) FRIC pp viii+288 illustrated 45s London: Edward Arnold 1962 Diagnostic enzymology is the quantitative study of enzyme activity in body fluids used as an aid to clinical medicine. Although some elements of the subject have been familiar for many years, there has lately been a very great increase in the use of enzyme tests. As with any rapidly advancing science, new knowledge appears scattered through a considerable body of literature and the appearance of Dr Wilkinson's book is therefore very timely.
After an introduction on the nature ofenzymes and their characteristics as biological catalysts, chapters follow in which the enzymes are grouped
